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A Note from the 
Principal…

Dear Parent/Guardians, 
 
The holiday season is here once 
again!  It is a time when teachers 
work hard keeping students focused on their 
classroom instruction as students are often 
preoccupied with family holiday traditions and 
festivities. However, as I visit the classrooms and 
observe the activities I am quite pleased with the 
performance of the professional staff and their 
receptiveness of our students. Your children are 
engaged in wonderful learning experiences and 
their successes are recognized. I encourage you to 
continue to promote the importance of school 
especially during this time of year.  

I want to take this opportunity to thank the many 
family members that visited during Parent 
Visitation Day held on November 15th. It certainly 
was a wonderful opportunity for all visitors to see 
the Burnham School community in action.  

The third graders wish to recognize and thank the 
Bridgewater Grange for their upcoming donations 
of dictionaries. Each student will be given a 
dictionary of their own, a very useful tool to be 
used in the classroom. These dictionaries will be 
given to the students to take home at the end of 
the school year. The Grange is so generous and 
their yearly donation of dictionaries to the district’s 
students is much appreciated.  
 
You will receive your child’s report card on 
December 8th. This report card is an important part 
of the Regional School District 12’s commitment to 
fostering effective communication between home 
and school. Grading is a tool for all to use in 
pinpointing strengths and weaknesses in your 
child’s understanding of the grade level standards. 
It can help to clarify expectations and will provide a 
shared language for discussing your child’s 

learning. Most importantly, it can help us improve 
student performance over time and provide for the 
ongoing conversation between teacher, student, 
and their family. This communication between 
home and school is essential in supporting the 
progress that students make toward demonstrating 
their academic ability with the curriculum taught in 
our district. 
 
In closing, I wish the students and families of the 
Burnham School community a wonderful holiday 
season. It is my hope that it is a safe and joyous one 
shared with family and friends. As always, happiness 
and good health in the new year!   

 
Sincerely, 

Cathy G. Colella 
Principal 

12/4 Picture Retake Day

12/4 Board of Education Meeting/  Business, 7 
p.m.

12/8 Report Cards Distributed

12/18 Board of Education Meeting/Education, 7 
p.m.

12/19 Cultures Around the World

12/20 Burnham Winter Concert, 2:00 p.m.

12/22 Cultures Around the World, Snow Date

12/25-1/1/17 Winter Recess

1/2/17 School Resumes

1/4/17 PTO Meeting 6:30 p.m.

DECEMBER DATES TO 
REMEMBER 



Our K, 1, 2 engineers are exploring Makerspace. In Makerspace, 
students are challenged to plan, design, build, and test the 
construction of Lego instruments, kitchen 
items, and things that f l y. T h ey a re a l s o 
challenged to build a bridge using clay and 
toothpicks where a vehicle had to pass 
under without touching the bridge. In addition, 
s tudents bu i l t and measured cup towers 

and had to persevere to build it as tall as they 
could. Finally, students planned and designed a 
marble maze on paper plates. Currently they 
are building their mazes out of straws. Our 
engineers are also busy in c l a s s ro o m s c i e n c e 
activities. Second graders planned, constructed, 
and tested rock walls using different mortar. 
First graders are learning about the sun, moon, 
and stars and how we see them from Earth. 
They will design and create a way to shade 
a playground from the s u n a n d h e a t . 
Kindergarten had to design a way to keep 
a town warm using tin foil and paper. Our 
student engineers are excited about these hands-on activities 
and challenges while actively participating in the scientific 
process.

Parents are our partners in the important job of educating all our children. 
I urge you to attend and support the PTO, become a member, 
volunteer, and take part in helping your child to grow academically. 

PTO meetings will be held each month at 6:30 p.m. The  next meeting will be 
held on January 4,  2018. We hope you plan to attend!

PTO

Grades 
K, 1, 2 

MakerSpace



Happy December! 

Weekly library visits are continuing full speed ahead. Some exciting new book arrivals have 
proved to be very popular with the students here at Burnham, but the students are also 
discovering classic literary gems to read and enjoy.  
  
Our Kindergarten students enjoy a new read aloud each week. In keeping the 
theme of kindness that our Student Council is encouraging with the Kind Campus 
Project, we have been reading books that show how simple acts of kindness can 
make everyone feel included and help them to flourish here at Burnham.  
  

Our First and Second grade students have been reading Flat 
Stanley, a fun and engaging book that allows their imagination to 
soar. This has sparked their interest in other books in the Flat 
Stanley series. The students are excited to see where Stanley’s 
adventures take him next. 

Currently, our 3-5 students are enjoying Roald Dahl’s classic tale James and 
the Giant Peach. This literary classic takes them into the zany world of 
fantasy, encouraging them to use their imagination.   

Author Spotlight:  
This month’s author in the spotlight is Marc Brown, the author and illustrator of the popular 
Arthur books. The children are encouraged to come into the library and share what their 
favorite Marc Brown book is.      

Just in time for the break...dozens of new books! What a great gift for you to 
enjoy from the Burnham School Library! Come in and check one out today: 

 Mary McScary by R.L. Stine 
 The Fish Who Cried Wolf by Julia Donaldson and Axel Scheffler  
 Here Comes Teacher Cat by Deborah Underwood 
 The Pudding Problem by Joe Berger 
 The Adventurers Guild by Zach Loran Clark and Nick Elipulos 
  ...and many, many more. 

The 
Misses 

Turney… 

With a Word 
From the 
Library 
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A Musical      Note from Mrs. Doiron  
Students at Burnham School have been making huge strides as growing 
musicians! Kindergarten students have been moving, listening, singing, a n d 

chanting songs in a variety of tonalities and meters! They have been playing with 
different ways to move through space using flow (loose or stuck) and beat (small or large).  
The students in grades 1 & 2 have also been moving and 
singing. They know that the small beat and large beat have names 
(microbeat and macrobeat), they are finding and singing the resting 
tone to the tunes they learn, and they are working on building a 

vocabulary of different rhythm patterns in duple 
a n d t r i p l e meter. Additionally, our upper 
g r a d e 
s tudents in 3 r d , 
4th, and 5th grade are learning to identify the 
meter of the songs we sing (are the 
microbeats grouped in 2’s or 3’s). Many of 
these skills, plus several others, will be 
demonstrated by our students at our 

performance next month. The students are excited to share the 
skills that they have been learning. We hope to see you there! 

Our Student Council Food Drive was quite successful with many 
essential supplies delivered to the Bridgewater Food Bank after the 
Harvest Gathering. 

Throughout December, Student Council members will continue to 
implement our Ben’s Bells Kind Campus goals. They will be kindness 
ambassadors and encourage kind mind strategies, like buddy 
breathing and self kindness. They are also looking forward to 
sharing the Peace Pledge and creating a video to share their 
message of peace with our community. The Council is also looking 
forward to opening the   School Store in January.  They have picked 
and priced inventory, and are well on their way to raising more 
fun...and funds for their school community. 

In their search for ways to contribute to humanitarian and community 
causes, the council researched a variety of charities for which to 
raise funds. The children would like to organize an indoor lunch 
picnic to raise money for a donation to No Kid Hungry.   

No Kid Hungry:Share our Strength, is a campaign which connects 
kids in need with nutritious food and teaches their families how to 
cook healthy, affordable meals. The campaign also engages the 
public to make ending child hunger a national priority. Student 
Council will hold their winter picnic in January.  



A Note about Lice:
This is a reminder that lice are ever present among 
children. It is a good idea to check your child once a 
week for any signs of lice. There is no need to panic 
if you discover lice. There is helpful information on 
this website http://www.cdc.gov/parasites/lice/head/
index.html: Please call the school nurse office with 
any questions or concerns at 860-354-9721.

Cold Weather Fun:
According to The American Academy of Pediatrics, 
“the available research suggests that recess may 
play an important role in the learning, social, 
development, and health of children in elementary 
school”. The students at Burnham School go out for 
recess every day unless it is raining or there 
is some unusual circumstance. Please 
be sure to send your child with the 
appropriate outdoor clothing for the 
weather. A warm jacket is important with 
gloves or mittens in the pocket to use 
as needed. When the ground is snow 
covered children LOVE to play in the 
snow. They must have snow pants and snow boots 
to put on to play in the snow to prevent being wet for 
the remainder of the school day. Thank you for your 
attention to appropriate outdoor gear, they truly love 
being outside in free play and they need to be 
prepared to do that.

’Tis the Season for Healthy 
Holidays!
The holidays are all about sharing, but germs are not 
for sharing. People can be contagious before they 
know they are sick so avoid sharing forks, spoons 
and drinking utensils. Family gatherings, airports and 
travel stops, shopping malls, are all places germs 
like to mingle. To protect yourself make sure to wash 
your hands often and get a flu vaccine. 

Eat healthy and be merry. Holiday foods can be high 
in calories and low in nutrition. You need to battle 
germs and boost energy. Eat a rainbow…eat five or 
more fruits and vegetables a day and choose whole 
fruit instead of juice to feel full longer and avoid 
added sugar. Don’t give your exercise routine a 

holiday! Exercise gives you energy and burns 
calories.

Get some ZZZs…getting 8 1/2 to 9 hours of sleep a 
night can help strengthen your immune system and 
give you more energy. 

Have a healthy, safe, and wonderful holiday 
season!!!

We encourage healthy habits 
here at Burnham School:

Students enjoying healthy snacks!

Ella celebrating her birthday in a 
healthy way!

Notes and News from the Nurse...

http://www.cdc.gov/parasites/lice/head/index.html
http://www.cdc.gov/parasites/lice/head/index.html
http://www.cdc.gov/parasites/lice/head/index.html
http://www.cdc.gov/parasites/lice/head/index.html


 

Parent Visitation Day!
Visitation Day at Burnham School was a 
huge success this year. Burnham School 
had 85 percent participation. It should be 
noted that families not only consisted of 
parents, we had many grandparents visit 

as well!



Visit Our Website! 
 
Our web address is www.region-12.org. Once 
you are at the district’s home page 
you can visit Burnham School’s 
website. The staff will be adding 
information regularly. Please use 
it as an additional resource for 

 Principal’s Weekly Schedule

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

A.M.
  Free

A.M.
Burnham

A.M.
Booth Free

A.M.
Booth Free

A.M.
Burnham

P.M.
Burnham

P.M.
Burnham

P.M.
Booth Free

P.M.
Burnham

P.M.
Booth Free

It’s Show Time! 

Celebrate the season with us! The students have been busy 
working with Mrs. Doiron learning a variety of songs that will be 
sure to usher you into the magic of the holiday season!  

The Winter Concert will be held on Monday, December 20th at 
2:00 p.m. You are sure to enjoy the selection of songs that 
celebrate winter and the holiday season. We look forward to 
seeing you there.

http://www.region-12.org
http://www.region-12.org


A Celebration Of  
Giving Thanks! 

On Monday, November 20th, 
our ninth annual Harvest 
Gathering took place. The 
students sang songs, shared 
poetr y and spent t ime 
making a special craft, a 
festive fall corn, with our 
wonder fu l loca l sen ior 
citizens. 

The school community in 
co l l abora t ion wi th the 
Burnham PTO presented 
Big Y gift cards to the Town 
of  Bridgewater Food Pantry. 
Our dedicated bus drivers 
were also given beautiful gift 
baskets as a thanks for 
keeping our children safe 
each and every day. 

It was a very thankful and 
heartwarming event. 





N o t i f i c a t i o n 
Service: 
The Regional School District #12 
Schools have a Notification 
Service to enhance parental 

communications. This service will 
allow us to send a voice message to ALL 

of our students’ parents on ALL of their contact 
numbers within minutes, if an emergency occurs 
at a school. The notification service will also 
assist the schools in reducing the recourses 
needed to pass along key information regarding 
school events or reminders.

The district will be utilizing this service for : 
• Emergency Notification
• Inclement weather - early dismissals due to 

inclement weather
• Rumor Control
• Early-Release Reminders

Your child’s school may be utilizing this 
service for: 
• Attendance
• Report Card Reminders
• Grade level information i.e. field trip reminders
• Notification of Open House/Parent Teacher 

Conferences/Parent Visitation Day

• Art Shows and Concerts
The ability to deliver a message is only as 
successful as the contact information we have 
for our families, so please make certain we have 
the most up-to-date direct dial numbers. If this 
information changes, please let your child’s 
school know immediately. 

Important: 
1. The service will leave a message on your 

voicemail or answering machine.

2. If you have such things as Telemarketer 
Zapper or Privacy Director on your 
telephone lines, you may not receive the call.

3. The service does NOT call extensions. If you 
have a direct dial number at work, you should 
provide your child’s school with the direct dial 
number not a main number plus an extension.

Good Character Traits:  
(Referenced in Board of Education Policy #0210.3) 

Region 12 is dedicated to strengthening the 
character of our students by encouraging a 
consistent set of ethical values that direct and 
guide behavioral choices. These universal 
values, which transcend political, religious, 
cultural, and the Golden Rule encompasses 
economic differences,  “Do unto others as you 
would have them do unto you.” Therefore, good 
Character Traits are essential to the learning 
process. We work throughout the year in 
developing the following: 

•   Trustworthiness 

•  Respect 

•  Responsibility 

•  Fairness 

•  Caring 

•  Citizenship 

Good conduct is synonymous with good 
citizenship. Students are expected to exercise 
good citizenship at all times while in school, 
attending school-related activities and after 
school activities conducted at the school. This 
includes showing respect for the rights of 
others and regard for personal and school 
property. Students should strive to contribute 
to the climate of the school by being courteous 
and well mannered.  

Burnham School also utilizes The Second Step 
Program to promote social skills necessary to 
be a caring community. Additionally, grades 
three through five have access to a second 
program, Steps to Respect when needed. 

It is our hope that the power and influence of 
the school-family partnership will provide 
consistent messages to our students regarding 
the development of positive student behaviors 
and thus, improve student learning.



RP 29:5

Schools across the country are getting
children as young as kindergartners and
preschoolers involved in service learning—

a blend between community service and expanded
instruction. Many service learning advocates feel
that by helping others, children can learn
responsibility, build character and citizenship,
and discover the special joys of
giving.

Clearly, with benefits like these,
it’s no wonder that more and more
schools are making service learning
part of the curriculum. But for it to
really have an impact on children, it
must be equally encouraged at home.
Here are some ideas to try:

Start young. Encourage even the
youngest children to look for ways
to help others. There’s almost always
someone “littler” who needs a “big
girl” or “big boy” to help or
someone older who will, with a wink
and a nod, be eager for a youngster
to “help” them with a job.  

Show that YOU care. Whether you can give
an hour a day or an hour a month, let your
children see you volunteer your time to help
those in need. If you can, bring them along as
extra hands and let them see the smiles on the
faces of the people you’re helping.

Go outside of your regular areas of interest.
For many families, the core of their charitable
involvement is their church, temple, or mosque.
If that’s the case in your household, look around
for occasional ways that you can step in to help
others as well. “Giving times two” can  help
children grow up to be even more dedicated to
helping others.

Use the news, but in moderation. Many
children respond enthusiastically but very
emotionally to crises, like hurricanes and other

disasters. They hear about them on the news and
feel the need to help. Talk with them about ways
that they might be able to help—from making
homemade cards for victims to participating in a
charity drive.

Tap into their talents. Is your little one a
budding chef? Encourage him to have a bake sale

to help a local family who lost their
home in a fire? Do you have an
artist in residence? See if she will
submit a “masterpiece” to a charity
putting together a fundraising
calendar. And anyone can help pick
up litter, give love to pets in a
shelter, or read to children who just
need some extra attention.

Make it a family affair.
Everyone wins when the whole
household gets involved in an effort
to help others. Some families even
make volunteering a part of their
children’s’ weekly allowance
requirements.

Cast-offs can be a first step.
As your children outgrow toys, games, and
clothes, make a big deal of how you’re going to
pass them on to others who need them—either
younger relatives or charities, such as Goodwill
or the Salvation Army. Encourage them to come
with you when you drop the boxes off so they can
hear the “thank you’s” too.

Trade off.  Invite your friends’, relatives’, or
neighbors’ children to join you when you’re
working on a project for others, and encourage
them to ask your children along when they do
service learning.

Service learning is not about accumulating
hours that can be put on an application for
college or a job. It’s a commitment to helping
your children learn how to make the world a
better place.

The Art of Giving
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